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Thank you for downloading this document. These tips and tricks are provided free of charge
but the copyright still belongs to Archoncad and Jonathan FPickup. You may use these
notes for your own use, or you can use them to help run a VectorWorks User group, but you
must not pretend that the notes belong to anyone other than me.

| have been operating since 1996 with the aim of providing CAD support to the
Construction Industry. The main part of our business is now the training and support of
VectorWorks. Before | ran a training and support company in England, mainly for MiniCad
and MicroStation.

| am the author of several VectorWorks manuals. For more information about these
manuals please refer to http://www.archoncad.co.nz

Trademarks & Copyright
Trademarks

VectorWorks - VectorWorks is a registered trademark and VectorWorks and SmartCursor are
trademarks of Diehl Graphsoft Inc. All other brand names, product names or trademark belong to
their respective holders.

Copyright
This material is protected by copyright.

No part of this document may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic
or mechanical, for any purpose, without the express written permission of Architecture on CAD Ltd.,
it’s affiliates or the authors.

Disclaimer

While every effort has been taken to ensure the accuracy of this document, it is presented “as
is”. Architecture on CAD Ltd, ite’ affiliates and the authors assume no responsibility of liability for
errors or omissions.

Jonathan Pickup
Phone : +64 21743 470
Fax : +64 6 643 7760

Email : jon@archoncad.co.nz]
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How to save a Corrupt File (maybe)

This trick doesn’t always work, but it is a last hope solution. If you can get
most of you drawing using this method, you may only have to redraw a

small amount.

There is one trick that I have given out a few times lately where the file
is corrupt or crashing frequently. Remember that this works sometimes, it
doesn’t always work. If it can work then it is a life saver. I have sometimes
used it to access a file that is so corrupt that it won’t open.

This trick uses WorkGroup Referencing. Refer to the VectorWorks
Architect Manual, or the VectorWorks Landmark manual (also covered in
the archoncad manual Setting up Large Projects available at http://www.

archoncad.co.nz ).

* Leave the corrupt file closed and open a new file.

* From the Menu Bar chose Organise >

Workgroup References...

e We have to add the file that
is corrupt, click on the New
button.
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Organize

Layer Options 4
Class Options >
Layers.. 3L
Classes... X#C
Layer Visibilities... s
Class Visibilities... NG3C

Task Manager... #/
Modify Layers and Classes..

Workgroup References

Documents in order of priority: New...

To create a new reference, click this button.

Update from Selected

(" Update from All ) (€ Done )




* Find the file on your computer.
Then click on the Open button.

* The New Reference dialog box
gives you control over which
layers to attach to the current
file.

* Select all the layers that you
want, but do not select any
layers that have layer links on
them, layer links can not be
imported.

¢ Then click on the OK button.

* So far this is just the same as
the manual. Now for the trick.

Open Current-Varsion Drawing

<+ [=lm) 11 03.02 Geoff Arden )
¥ Auden Bach 040520
% Netwark ¥ Asden Bach 040602
7 Macintash HD | ¥ Asden Bach 040921
£ iDisk O Asden Bach 050602
[ sibver Disk Asd "
= igook HD ¥ bach 031104
o b r VW11
' Deskp ¥ bach 040127

| ¥ bach relocation 040127 Kind: Document
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A Applications ¥ bach reloca. 40127 .0ld Size: 6 MB

% Documents § r Created: 20/5/04
& Music [ W Backup Modified: 23/9/04
= Pictures

[ Manuals on G5

|4 iCad Images 1
| uminied folder &

|4 New interiorC | ———— Qo
( New Folder ) ( Cancel )

New Reference

Reference to: Arden Bach 050602

Macintosh HD:Users: jonathanpickup: Current
Frojects:03.02 Ceoff Arden:Arden Bach 050602

Update Reference: @® Automatically during Open

() Manually by command

Layers Available:; Sht-Ex. Site Plan

Mod-3D Model
Checked layers are Mod-Window Schedule
referenced- click 10
A
3

'+ Mod-Lower Roof
change status

v Mod-Level 1
Mod-Ex. Levell
Mod-Ex. Roof
Mod-Ex. Foundation

Press the Help key or Cmd+? for help.

() G0

Workgroup References

Documents in order of priority:

A Arden Bach 050602

Remove...

" Higher

Lower

Press the Help key or Cmd+? for help.

C Update from Selected ) ( Update from All ) (—Bont—)
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* Remove the Workgroup Workgroup References
Reference. This will break the Documents in ordr of priority ( New.. )

A Arden Bach 050602

link to the corrupt file. ( Edic.. )

(-‘Remw-;. - ]

Higher

Lower

To cancel the selected referencels), click this button

( Update from Selected ) ( Update from All :l € Done )

Remove Reference

e You get a dlalog box aSking you Reference to:  Arden Bach 050602

. Macintosh HD: Users: jonathanpickup: C

what to do with all the resources Pr?:jlencltoss:OB.m SR e
that you have referenced into
the current file. Choose to keep | tavers Referencea:
. . @ Keep in C D Or

them all and they will all stay in =

. Resources Referenced
the Current ﬁle’ 1mP0rted from @ Keep in Current Document S Remove if Unused
the corrupt file.

Press the Help key or Crd+? for help

(Gonee) @060

Workgroup References

Documents in order of priority: €
* The Workgroup References p %)
dialog box is empty. No files Remove...
are currently linked, but the —
layers that you choose from the lower
corrupt file remain in your file, e e T i o, S B o G press e ek o Ener )

Changes made in this dialog box are alhways saved

and all the information on the
imported layers comes in as
well.

Update from Selected ( Update from All ;l ( Doge )
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* There are the layers that
you have imported.

If this method doesn’t work the first time try importing the layers one at
a time. Attach one layer, Save the file. Remove the layer. Save the file.
Attach the next layer and so on. You may find that only one of the layers
is corrupt. If you do, leave that layer out and attach the others and remove
them, keeping all the resources.

You could end up with all but one layer saved. That is better than redrawing
the complete file.

You should also have a backup strategy so that you could go back to
yesterdays file, or the day before. That file may not be corrupt.

For more information contact the author:

Jonathan Pickup

p: ++64 21 473 470

e: jon@archoncad.co.nz

w: http://www.archoncad.co.nz
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